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__ - ema ""s no shôrtage ohritièally
, " accla,imed movies,.glitzy film fes, ~ ,

tivals'and stars bëtter .kriown for
, • " ,their, acting tàJents than off-

, screen antlcs. But in recent years
it bas been. missing sometbing for which it
was farilous fot; decades: the dir~or as au-
teur" '

The filrnmaker as "author: or dominant
_qeÂtiye.fotc.eJlehind. a.moY,je....as1irs~de._

scribéd in a famous 1954 magazine article by
François Truffaut, who drew a distinction be­
tween directors like Jean Renoir and Alfred
Hitchcock, who sought t9 "liririg something ,
genuinely personal" to their fil!ns, and the ~
hack-for-we direètors wlio had. predomi- - "
nàted under the lfollY.1!'qod studio system.--,

Sificethen;èveryaeéadehàsha"ditsd0J:!rl:' :;: ~ ~.... ,11<: - .. ,~ • \~ ;.: l ,J-., '-. ' .. ;, ;. l.~ . '. . . . ,
, nant European filmmakers-from,Jruffall!""D" t' ,A. S . ',;, "llke tlieU' attitude and lüeslyle~Mr, G,ross- drama a1soplcked up the Filmofthe Year and

hinlself; Jean-LUC G;odard,.Fe<ierico Felliiii, ' ,Ree ,ors 'Jn.om pam, mann says. "If they diiln't 1'nàke movies" Best Director awaros at the European Film
lngmar, Bergman and Milos Forman in the, " " .:' , ,.' '_they:d die. AIlday long 1 think<lbout film-'- Awards in Berlin later in 2007, ,
1960s and "ZQs to:KrZysztof Kreslowslsi, to R.om,·ama brmg . like th.Ose guys. 1 want !?"ople wl/o. see twO . The title of the film Tefers to the exact
Pedro JlJmodoyar,Lats Ken Loacl) ". , " ' . ,,' 1,-' minutes of.my fIlins to say :that's a Bar-"', length oftime scatterbIPined studentGabifa
and Emir Kusturica 'in t and !90s. ''''!, ,-. ','"-"'-, --1 ,,; , , ' thélemy Grbssmaniî movie.''' '. ""i'~has been pregnant. With.abortlon',illepl in
Thesé.directors wer~Kil or'-highQrow, persona j'paSSIon, ASimilare,ttitudeiseviden,tinthefilinso( communistRomania, sheturns tohér'r&m:

, meticuloiIsly made, and sometiIDes difficU1t- • •. -a group ofRomanian.directors with growing mate for help. The backstreet abortlonist
to'watcltmovies thaf made per'sonal, PQljti- . -to mOVlemaking international reputations. "There is a Roma-: they we is as, cruel and crooked as the sys-
cal or artislic s~tem~nts.>_, .• ,~ ,',: " 0 '; " nianwave bœaking"nôw," says Claudia Lands- tem he works under ~d the two girls soon

, But many critlès,now.sa~ Eùropean: cin..'. :, : ", ' • - . ' bergér, prèsident of European Film Prom~-' find.themselves trapped in'aweb of!ies and
ema is in~a kirid of identlly crisis as ,it at••', . : ,tlon, a trade.a,ssociatioitthat'markets Euro-.: deceit as they' struggJe to muster the money
templs tocompete againstmega-Iiudget Hol- thing they have in common is the ktild ofun- pean movies ;rrounlitheworld. "This genera- . to pay for !he abortlon.- ,
lywood movies-not to mention the steady compromisingyetartislicanyrewardinggrit- tion of filrnmakers have so many. stories to Like the films of B)i):ish director Ken Lo­
supply. of art-house or "indie"~ from ripess that has long been a hallmark of Euro- tell and they are capable of telling, them in . ach or Belgium's Dardenne brothers, "4
across the Atlanlié-while remaining faith- pean,cinema., , ways which resonate. They, don't make epie .• Months..." is austere anli uncompromislilg,
fiù to ils tradition of low-budget (and often ," Mr. Grossmam>'s ,film, a claustrophobie tearjerkers but fresh, tight and gripping ,Theré is nq music, little in the way of fancy
government-subsidized) auteurship. SOIUe lookat tlu'ee hoodlurns frOJ:Il apoor Paris sub- films:' ' .- camera work and uiinimal editi4 The takes
even argue that the age of the vislonary, all- urb who pull offa successfiù heist only to fall cristi Puiu was the finit of the new bunch: . ·are long and the tiackdrop:"'&ucJu!resthous­
powerful writer/director-personified by out over how to escape with the Ioot, is typi- of Romanian directors t'1. achieve interna- îng estates in winter7is grim. Set in the..twi­
the likes of Bergman: and Truff~ut-isover. .. c,al of this new wave of edgy.European film- lional recognition with his film ''The Death. lig"t years of CeaUSe!CU'S rUle"Mr: Ml!Dgi~s
"The.cpncept of the 'film d'auteur)5 nearly making. 'Ule.Plot..is .hardly" original-it ech- of Mr.,Lazarescu," the story of an old, sick, J:Ilovie paints a bleak picture ottife in eastem
dead;."' says ITominique Jahn, a movie, pro- oes ,measIJëofthe,Sierra Madre" as well as man who is shuttled from hospital to Iiospi· Europe's most repressive .regill\e. But ,the
ducer an,d director oftne Bfussels film fesli- "Resèrloir llogs~-but the despetate dia- .. talover the éourse of a nig!)t. Mr. Puiu's sec- boyish-looking director denies its aim .was
val, an annual event!hat emphasizes small;' 10gueamongthetMel'pettycrool<sbasmore ondfull-Iengthfeature,itpieked'llpthepres-' polifical. " ,'­
art'houSeproâuctiQns. "ln Europe, directors incommon with Samuel Beckett than Quen- tigio'!s Un Certain Regard trophy at the'! "1 never.V{anted.to make a 'Good Bye te­
are be~~J.ess imP?Ran('lDd producers, . tin ~tino, " - ',; ,C~es FilJn,!estival in'290~ "!Id,a slew of)i nilll',tYPe of m,?vie," he sars, referrîJlg to the
morl' so;»:hilel" Amenca, star actbrs are the '. • Mr..Grossmann's 'fiIn\Iliaking heroes are other pOles m 2006. . ' slick,German box-office liit from 2003 about
bosses." ' " .' • American dfrectors liké Martin Scorsese, Comeliu Porumboiu, a 32-year-old direc- ,a son's atfempts to create a commUlliSt co-

Don't tell thaho 24,year-old SWiss direc- . Francis Ford Coppola and'John casSavetes, ~or from the eastem Romanian town of coon for his mother after she.wakes up from
tor anàactor BarthélèmyGrossmarin, who re- who began their. careers a,s- driyen ieono- Vaslui,~ also emerged as a darling of t1ié '_ a coma in post-Berlin Wall East Germany.
cently won strong reviews for.hÎS_debut fea- dasts-working'P!ltside the studio system. "1" • inteniational art-house circuit with' his bit- Still, Mr. Mungiu say. enough time ha,s
ture, athrillercalleli"13m2."1frawtalenf,-ar- ' . ':.' - îng' polillcalsatire, ''12:08, East of Buchar- passed-siJ\.ce the end of the Soviet .era that
,tisticadventurousnessanliunbridlédself-re- ~ est." The film tells the story of ate/evision Eastern Europ,ean directors have been able
gard are harbingers 01success".he appears station owner who stages a panel discussion to revisit those eventswith asense ofartislic
àestined. for fame and fortune-or at least ,on the foppling of communist dicrator Nieo- 'perspective. "We got to an age whep We œ-
morecritical accla4n. ''Ifl'm DOt the next gE\D- 'lae Ceauses!'U 16 "ye~rs after the actual ..' mernhered stories from our 205, which were,
eralion of EurOpean'film directo.rs, then 1 events. Mr. Porumboiu's fU'st full-length fea-- the last' days of communism," Mi'. Mungiu
don't know",ho is," hé says, without a hint.of ture, whichbe~omes increasingiy farcica! as says. "You need some distance to tell stories
irony. .' '_ • both panelist$ and viewers try to piece-to- about whathappened to vou when vou were

Mr.,Grossmann is one ofa crop of new Eu- gether what really happened ln Decembèr young."
ropean Iilmmakers, induding several from 1989; !s a ~vlll:e critique-o( a ,,<ev.olulion" Many of ,these filrnmakers focus on, the
countries in the fonner Soviet bloc, whO'pre- fhat merelyxeplacE!d one communist desJ)9t , grimmer aspects ôf European life-often
fer t~ write, d,irect and produ~e their own' _ ' .. with anothe.'Soviet-schooled. ~pparatcliik. heavily inf!üenced by "'cent history.1n "Gr-
mOVles rather thân hand over control to The film won the Camera d'Or pOle (for best baviea," the fustfeature film by 33-year.old
money·crunchers and pencil-pushers.. The fust feature fibn) at Cannes in 2006. Bosnian director Jasmila Zbanic, single
subjects explored by these "nèV{,'auteurs:: - A year later anotber Romauian, Cristlan inother Esma lives with her teenage daugh-
range widely, fr9m gangster: heists to back-. " Mungiu, _won the the PaIme d'Or-the top ter Luna in,a cramped apaitrnent in the war-
streetabortlons and from sympathetic spiéS: pme at,Cannes:"'for his second fE!ature' "4 scarred subui-b 'of Sarajevo that.lends the
to champiohship speed-eating. But the one Months, 3 Weeks & 2 Days." Thehard-hitting . , Please tum ta page WB
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